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I look upon the right of private judgment in every concern veſpecting God 


** and ourſelves, as fuperier to che controul of human authority 3 and have ever 
# regaded free eee the bg mean of uhu the dum, and fi 
«6, the y * S& b 3 
| bliſping mas, of Chrifti Bronoy e LtANDAFF, 


* : — + - 
2 . . 


by ! * 


| „ 


9 1 INTBD IN THE YEAR 17997 


7 
" x 
= 4 
= 
CY 
I 
* _ 
2 * 
— * 
2 1 
* * 
a 
& > 
8 
2 * 
＋ 
1 
3 
- 4 
: : 
* 1 
. Ty 
__ 
o 
— 
* 
8 
— * 
Pg *%. 
= 
"=": 
8 2 
* 4 
= 
- 
* * 
* 41 
0 
* 
- 
. 
E | 
P = 
* 
= 
4 
= 
= 
WS |. 
= = i 
* 
* = 
% Þ 
well " 
Sx 
" 1 


« 
— 
— Mp 
” 


' : 
* - 
* 
« — 
— — 
+ 


3 ” ; 
* N * 
A 
”. 
* * * =. 
= —— 
* 
- . * ki 
. : OY F 
of % 
. — * * 
_ — * . 
- 
— — F Ul 
— — 4 
* K 2 a - 
—— F — 
- - 
— 1 — \ by 
— 
* : 4 * 
\ 
LR 7 
- 
' * 
8 * 
4 
— 
* X * / 
. = a 1 
* _ 
* 
— * 
- % 
Jo 
: > . - 
> * g | o _ 6 
ff ” 
a - * 
: 4 . 
＋ o + > 
d * 4 | N 4 K 
5 A - . . 
A o 
" 
- -- 
= — 1 
* - 
8 1 = = 
b. 
3 4 
* 1 . 1 . - 
* 1 = * 
- * * . 
hs 4 
* s - 
= * 
0 9 * 
* » 
of i. . 
Fd . : — 
1 " 
- 
4 
. f i ; 0 
. Lo 
* 
. 
. — 
FE * 
2 þ ”- 
$1? ; g 5 1 
L 4 * — 
8 
0 obo” 
- 
* , 
p - 
H . 1 0 4% 
= 
. o 4 * 
* \ $4 
CY "4 Us: » 
* * 
* 
1 
# 7 
% \ . 
: 
* 
7 — Py * 
4 2 : . R 
% * . . 
* 
C = 
 * J % - 1 
* * 
4 4 
4 * . 
_ po, 
„ — A - * 
. 8 * * 
4 þ 4 . S 
* , o * 
- - _ 4 ” 
” 
. „ 
— — 4 
U 
1 
. 


Ina. Wye Pe II. 


T%. AZ a4 x 


_ A , AO g 
- . . 7 p 
4 2 . C7 TPP 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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= writer of the -— pages has | 
therein aſſerted (intentionally at leaſt) 
the cauſe of religious truth; and, ſo far, 


preſumes that he has concurred with 


liberal Chriſtians, who, he truſts, will 
Judge him with candour, or, at leaſt, 


with equity. But he will own that, 
ge: having differed on a ſubject of great 


importance from a numBer of his friends, 
it has, likewiſe, been his — to vindi- 
cate more fully this part of his conduct, 
and to preſerve as much of their eſteem 
as may be. It is meant, indeed, that what 


he has written ſhall go principally among 


thoſe friends, 
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Mann 6s homes of revealed: religion 
make demands apoti us for our faith, it ſeems very 
natural, in this age of free enquiry and diſcuſſion, 
for a thoughtful-man to reflect on the matter or 
matters which we are required to believe. 1 
find myſelf (ſuch a man may ſay) ſituated, as 1 
conceive, in the midſt of the UN IVERSE of God. 
I contemplate the phenomena around me, and 
perceive nothing at reſt ; but the grand ſucceſſion 
of events which fall under my notice, takes place 
uniformly and regularly, according to eſtabliſhed 


laws, from the revolution of the heavenly bodies 
to the change of ſeaſons upon this earthly globe, 
and to the circulation of the blood in an animal 
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and ſpring ard the ageratiph of, that original 
Cauſe, the wiſe and beneyolent Author of the 


to ſudʒect them in order 40.preduce the propolpd 
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5 Slam, From what I experience within me, I 8 


convinced that mind is governed by laws as incon- 
troulable as the laws of matter; becauſe I am in- 
variably determined to action by the ſtrongeſt mo- 

tive, and I cannot doubt that other men are deter- 
mined in the ſame manner. All things, therefore, 
which come to paſs were, I conclude, ordained by, 


univerſe ; who, being perfeQly. acquainted with 
individual and univerſal nature, knew from ever- 


| laſting bow to diſpoſe properly of every being and 


every thing, and to what influences it was proper 


reſult, vis. the greaie/t ſum of ged. As a true 
Tbeiſt, it is thus I conceive of the Daity ; exerting 
his pawer agrecably to eſtabliſhed and invariable 
laws: enn id 
turamge? 4-1 5 950i, ee Loot 


1 


un 


11 henaimgetibiawemfblerttingnn Hinges | 
accompliſhing hin purpoſe by this uniform and in- 
variable mode of operation, without appteheading 
it to be the: woll dignified mode, and perſefily 
fuitable to his chataQer.; and, on the qther hand, 
it ſeems likewiſe impoſſjble to contemplate him as 
deviating from this mode ſe fimple and ſublime, 


and as diſturbing his oum e ſtabli Nes order by work- 
ing 


ETA 


ing miracles, without RIP] ſuch a Aviation to 


be a thing derogatory from him, becauſe” implyſbg 
2 dec of wifdom or of power; Bus: however: 
unworthy of him ſuch a deviation may appear, it.is 
what alf the advocates of revelation comend for, 


and tequite us te believe; Indeed, chere is u grout | 


difference between the opinions of ſomo und er 
of them, reſpecting che extent to Which the mirn- 
culous power has been exerted ; ſome thinking ath 
the miraculous flories i the Old Teſtamem to ds 


true, and deeming all the feriptura) books, vhb= | 


out exception, to have the divine ſanctiom and 
zathority'; while others think u ne of thoſe 
ſtories to be fabulous; and Neuen, de 
men 5s dM 


1 bes been he ett toi cody EU | 


- tians that, in the ſcripraves'ths Deky has revealed 
to mankind the knowledge of himſelf and of his 
providential government, and likewiſe the kao. 
ledge of true and genuine niowlity. - And it-1s 
remarkable that thoſe Chriſtians who have believed 
leaſt reſpeQing inſpiration, have Joined. with thoſs 
who have believed n, in extalling ſcriptural reli- 
gion and morality as far the baust and thy bel, 
and in defending the ſacred books when cenſured 
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- Whether any jet, 1 could re- 
main unconvinced of the juſtice of ſuch a charge 
after reading thoſe books, I will not determine: 
but ſurely prejudice iſelf-muſt admit it to be an 
extraordinary eircumſtance that the noble Lord pre- 
'Giding in the Court of King's- Bench ſhould, off a 
recent occaſion, have doubted whether he ought. 
to keep bis ſeat in that court while Mr. Stewart 
Kyd read paſſages from the Holy Bible. His 
lordſhip, indeed, objetted to the reading parts of 
the Bible. But though it is true that detached 
parts of a connected diſſertation may convey a 
meaning very different from what the writer in- 
tended, this obſervation (as every one muſt ſee) | 
does not affect entire and unmutilated narratives, 
ſuch as thoſe in queſtion, references to which 10 | 


hall put in the note ms fa s 

: if "But 
* eren of Willa fo publiing te Agro Re 
fon, 24th of June, 1797. 


e pow BIT + LSE TROL. on 2 — a — Fn + A A _ — 
* ” * 4 * 
1 - - Fd 
- . * 6 
Pl od : 
- = by 8 - » 
- C N 5 
9 f PS. « * = v . 
. 1 Fe 6 * 1 
% þ | 
* * 
" oy * * a * 
g q ? . 
— 1 = 
* 
% N ©," 
* . 
ol 
* 


-+. The cenſurable paſſages, as Mr. xx underficad them 
to be, conſiſt of obſcene ſtories, with which he has joined 
Solomon's famous Song as an inſtance of voluptuous de- 
bauchery : they conſiſt, likewiſe, of inſtances of cruel and 
torturous executions and unrelenting vindictiveneſs. Re- 
lations of the firſt ſort (though certainly not al equally 
liable to objeQion) he merely cited, as 
OE TIS PI ER Abrajaw, Gen. 
i. 
The 


I. 


5 

| t 5.) 

bes N den- 

| Gon o a velgiou man, in thoſe books we find a 
repre· 

— tw danghtzrs wht hae 


Gen. ch. xix. Dees” 
beate of Rachel and Leah about the hm of 


n 
The hiſtory of the rape of Dinah, Gen. ch. xiv. ; 
Tube ſtory of Judah and Tamar, Gen. ch. xxxviii.. | 
| r 
Ch. xxxix. 

e of Zinc and Coſi he Mili woman 
Numb. ch. xxix. | 
of the Levites' — abuſed by the 
n 
Abigail, che wife of Nabal, becoming the 
wife of David, 1 Sam. ch. xxv. 2 
, Ammon, one of the. ſons of David, de- 
bauching Tamar, the ſiſter of Abſalom, another of 
David's ſons, 2 Sam. ch. xiii.  _ 

| rennen 
cConcubines in the face of all Iſrael, on the houſe- top, 
2 Sam. ch. xvi. | 
of David and Bathſheba, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite, 2 Sam. ch, ki. 

Mr. Kyd ſaid, he forbore to read theſe tories at length, 


| becauſe he felt jt his duty to ſpare the modeſty of an Eng- 


Iſh audience; for the ſame reaſon he did not read, but 
refer 
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repreſentation not RP PLATE. and degrading, 
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* "hy THT 0D TY N "The 

1 but” with reſpect to the in- 

- fances of crud and torturous execution, and unrelent- 

ing vindictiveneſs, he did not feel himfelf refiraitied, and 

the narratives of theſe he propoſed to read, When Word 

. Kenyon interfered; ant ths jury not withing to ee 

=y Mr. K. cited the paſſages as they follow: | 

=, "Hits try of thr cendierons n 

FF 
mites, Gen. ch. xxxiv 

| | The Wen of th laughter of the lie, Numb. 


The ng of te Canaanites by the coiiitiind of | 
God ; particularly the conduct of Joſſua to the then 
ke 4 A, Jil. vill. aut" thr ger et" ar five | 
\ kings, Joſh. ch. x. 3 
The flory of Sifera and fact, and the Song of Deborah 

nnn A 

iv. and v. | 

The murder of the people of Jabeſh Gilead, for not 
having gone up with the reſt of the tribes againſt 
R rn wy 
Judges, ch. xxi hg 
| The account of Samuel hewing Agag in pieces defore 
the Lord in Gilgal, 1 Sam. ch. x. 
The unneceſſary and wanton cruelty of David to the 
inhabitants of Rabba, the chief city of Ammom taken 
e en n | wk 
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Te Pore eral bells, when fps 
; as creator, : have told us, “ Ther the world 
« originated from his infinite goodneſs; that he is 
F the 1 parent of all mankind; and that 
= big objekt in creating ther, Was to make them 
* yirwous and happy.” And. without doubt, all 
this is the tatural and genuine conſequence to be 
| inferred. from the charafer of a being N 
iſe, and good, and powerful. From the books 
ane howeyer, we learn no ſuch thing. When 
Ve read in thoſe books what is mentioned reſpełti- 
ing dhe creation, we meet with ſuch paſſages as the 
following: „ The heavens declare the glory of 
Cod, aod, the firmament ſheweth his handy 
« work,” « By the word of the Lord were the 
K heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 
« breatb of big mouth.” * It is in this, or a ſimilar 
ftrain, that creation is ſpoken of: and we learn that 
tbe world originated from the power, indeed, of 
God: but it. is never, I think, aſcribed to bis 
benevolence, But if any paſſages of thoſe books 
were meant to teach us chat the objebt of che Deity, 


*"*The murder of Biu' deen innocent fon, on pretence. 


| of their father's laughter of the Gibeonites, being | 
the cauſe of ſeven years' famine, 2 Sam. ch. xxi. 
David's dying charge to Solomon, reſpecting Joab and 

Shimei, 1 Kings, ch. ii. 
R 
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- in giving being to his incllgent expatares, was the | 
virtuous, happineſs of thoſe creatures; this could 
 yever be reconciled vich the account given d 
Chriſt and his apoſtles concefning the unhappy d 
ion of the majority of the human race. A 
philoſophical Chriſtjan muſt maintain that, under 
the government of a perſełt Deity, no puniſhments 
can take place except ſuch as are diſciplinary + : but 
wall he be able to ſhew us that ſcripture puniſh- 
ments are ever ſo charaQterized, unleſs when' cer- 
tain _ favourites are in queſtion ; as "when Paul | 
declares, e We are are chaſtened of the Lord that we 


: o ſhould not be condemned with the world PP The - 


Poirit of puniſhment, indeed, appears to be & ſpirit 
of vengeance from the beginning of the Old Teſta- 
went to the end of the New. In the more 


them; I have conſumed them with the fire of my 
4 wrath ;”f and in the latter books we find ſuch 


r ole Ronen. 


© » Deny 6. a. + ma, ch ll, „. | 
 offipring 


N 


|  anci- 
ent books, we read of ſuch Expreſſions as theſe. | 
coming from the mouth of God, 4 1 will render 
© vengeance to mine enemies will make mine 
= * arrows drunk with blood: 1 & 1 will esd 
— them in mine anger, and. dample them in my 
= fury * « ] poured out mine indignation upon 


Y 
| 


(8) 


offipring, as the following: © The Lord Jetas 


2 be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 


& angels, in Naming fire, taking vengeance on 
Be © them that know not God, and that obey not be 
4 goſpel of our Lord'Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall be 
« puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrudion from the 
« preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of. 

v his power: “ « If any man worſhip the beaſt 
& and his i image, and receive his mark in his fore- 
& head or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the 
* wine, of.the wrath of God which is poured out, 
© vithout mixture, into the cup of his indignation ; 
© and. he ſhall be tormented with fire and brim- 
* ſtone in the preſence of the holy angels, and in 
« the preſence of the Lamb: and the ſmoke of their 
« torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever.” 
Now, when we read ſuch paſſages as the'above, 
delivered to us by Jewiſh and Chriſtian writers, 
we have ideas hepa forced upon our AN ; 


1 Theſſ. chi, 88 
© + It has been objected * 
book of Revelation which will prove the doctrine of eter- 
nal torments for human beings to be a ſcriptural doctrine, 
though the -book is of acknowledged authority among 
Chriſtians ; becauſę the beaſt and falſe prophet are myſte- 
rious perſonages. But however myſterious they be, the 


worſhippers of the beaſt are deſcribed as men: the objece. 


tion, therefore, is not to the purpoſe. | 


0 10 * 

ideas which i rent with the TEAS of bene- 
volent creator conducting his intelligent creatures 
to virtue by means of a ſalutary diſcipline, but 
agreeing much too well with that of an evil demon 
producing, and gratifying himſelf . the * | 
N ee 5 n 


1 4 
I | 


' Thero can.be no doubt that the learned and very 
reſpeRable -Dr. Geddes is a believer both. in the 
* and the Chriſtian revelation, although he 
as not told us how much of the ſcripture he con- 
ceives to have the unqueſtionable ſanAion of the 
| Deity. In the general preface to his tranſlation of | 
. the Bible, which will not appear till his great work _ 
is finiſhed, he will explain himſelf more fully. In | 
the mean time, having occaſion to ſpeak of the ex- 
tirpation of the Canaanites, in the preface- to his 
ſecond volume, he bas, like a good and upright man, 
expreſſed himſelf thus in a note: Aﬀer all that 
& has been written, either by Jews or Chriſtians, 
* 1n- defence of this ſanguinary meaſure, I confeſs 
* my reaſon and my religion continually revolt at 
* it: and I cannot _ derer re _ 


The aboye citation from the Apotalyak informs us; 
that the holy angels and the Lamb are admitted to the envi- 
able privilege of participating in this horrid ſpecies of gra- 
tif . Y * 1 ; : 4 


15 


ee he a ese 4; cull * 5 


perhaps not even from the mouth of Moſes, 1 
am rather willing to ſuſpeti hot ĩt is the fabrica- 
tion of ſome poſterior Jew, to. zullify the cru- 
«-elties of hisnation, - And indeed it is the ſhorteſt 
. way to juſtify any meaſure, and to obviate ali 
< troubleſome objectiona. Such a deed could 
nat be unjuſt; ſince God authorized and com- 
< manded it: who will preſume o ſoy that what 
© God commands is unjuſt? | True z but then 


e ve muſt firſt be well aſſured that he has com- 


« manded ; and the very appearance of injuſtice 
* in the att, is to me a ſtronger proof that be did 
*© not command it, than the authority of all the 
© to read in a late elegant Apology for the Bible 
&* ſo lame a juſtification of that paſſage : and am 
« tempted fometimes to think that the right re- 
« yerend author muſt have felt the weaknefs of his 
© argument, and ſeen the diſparity of his ſimile.“ 
'Sucl, and ſo liberal is the manner in which Dr. 
Geddes has expreſſed himſelf: and 1 own it is 
gratifying to me, to find that what I have advanced, 
in oppoſition to the biſhop's argument, has ſo far 
the concurrence of ſuch a man.“ He has like- 


* Sober 16d Safos Ren eee . 
15 177 18. 
0 2 wiſe, 


Cw» 


+ wiſe, aucb! to his bonour, when — 
the pretended divine order for extirpating the 


In the further proſecution of my deſign, I ſhall 


| certain narratives from the Old Teſtament; and I 


— docrine of the New. 


f _— New Teſtament, 


I ſhall then new why I think that, even though 
a part of the objeQtionable matter might be rejett- 


of the Chriſtian revelation, 


ing the argument from teſtimony as unſound and 


1 imſufſicient. 
ſ SECTION 


ed, the whole could not, conſiſtently with the belief | 


Amalekites, thrown out, with virtuous indignation, 
il. the following apoſtrophe: © But, O God of juſtice, 
=” * couldſt thou then, have given the ſanguinary 

= « jnjunQion to deſtroy, without mercy and wich- 
. cout exception, a whole unoffending nation, men, 

N « women and children, for a crime, real or ſup- 

4 poſed, committed by their anceſtors four hun- 
dred years before? Credat Judæus Apella!” * 


1 ſhall do the ſame reſpecting a very important and 


I ſhall next animadvert on the morality of of the 5 


a= 


And, laſtly, I ſhall dye my reaſons for eſtimat- | 


"SECTION 1. 2 - 


of Ohjeftionable Stories and Doctrine. 
ALTHOUGH it ſhould ſeem . 


bition of miracles, to the diſturbance and inter- | 


ruption of the courſe of nature, muſt be a- pro- 
ceeding unworthy of the immutable Author of 
nature, it may be obſerved that, ſome of thoſe mira- 
culous ſtories related in the Jewiſh hiſtory, ſtrike 
ane as peculiarly degrading to his character. Very 
ſtrange it is to read of colloguial diſcourſes paſſing 

between that great and aſtoniſhing Being and. his 
human creatures. Nevertheleſs we read of many 
ſuch colloquies with Abraham and others. But 
what muſt we think when we are told; Gen. ch. xx. 
chat this ſame Abraham, while a ſojourner at a place 
called Gerar, baſely repreſented his wife Sarah as 
being his ſiſter and not his wiſe, thus conniving at 
an adulterous commerce between her and Abime- 


lech the king of Gerar, which Abraham, it appears, 
expected to take place, though, as the ſtory ſays, it 
did not: becauſe God came to Abimelech in a 
dream by night, and informed him that he had 
taken the wife of a man who was a prophet, require 
ing —_— therefare, to reſtore the man his 

wife, 
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5 benevolent Deity, is a fad proof how miſera- 


tu) 


wife, otherwiſe (as we learn from this curious 


| tory) God ſays, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; thou 


and all that is thine.” We are further acquainted 
that God appointed Abrabam the prophet to pray 


Hos the king that he might live. So Abraham 
© prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech | 


it does not otherwiſe appear that he 2 


nnd his wife and his maid ſervants; and they 


bare children: for the Lord had fiſt clofed up 
« alt the wombs bf the houfe of Abimelech becauſe 


«© of Sarah, Agraham's wife,” —_T fay, what muſt 
ve think of ſuch a tale as this occupying a place in 


a facred book? And otwithſtanding familiarity 
has a wonderful power of reconciling us t6 what is 


| moſt abhorrent to our natures, ſurely à perſon - | 
tolerably free from prejudice, cannot fail to hud- 


der, if he will ſeriouſly attend to what is related, 
Gen. ch. xxii. where we are told that God com- 
manded Abraham to offer up his fon as a ſacrifice, 


and that, in obedience to God, Abraham, having 
provided wood for the fire, and a knife, was juſt 


proceeding to embrue his hands in his Jon: Word, 
when he was prevented by an angel. That an 


and wrought up, it was requiſite | for a man to do 
fuch horrid and unnatural violence to himfelf, that 
ſuch an att ſhould be deemed acceptable to a juſt 


bly 


aQ in itſelf ſo wicked, for which to be prepared 


' 


( 15 ) Bile 
bly the kit dale fo ververted. - This in- 


ſtance, however, of Abraham's obedience, is repre= 
ſented by the -hiſtorian as fo meritorious® as to 
have obtained the divine bleſſing ſolemnly pro- 


nounced, and even ſworn, by God himſelf; and a 


| declaration that, in Abraham's ſeed all the nations 
ol the earth ſhould be blefſed. And truly it has 
deen very generally believed that, in this declara- 


| tion Chriſt was foretold, and the goſpel preached . 
| to Abraham : for which belief, it muſt be owned, 


there is what is called apoftolical authority. And 
by the unthinking many, that authority will, be 
_ eſteemed quite ſufficient to fanctiſy the above ſup- 


poſed tranſattion: while the diſciples of reaſon and 


of nature, will never ceaſe to execrate the impious 
Fable as worſe even than the former my 


It cannot be denied that, if Iſaac hed been taken from 


his father by a natural death, Abraham would have had an 
equal opportunity of diſplaying his faith and pious refgna- 

tion, as in the caſe related. His peculiar merit then, muſt 
conſiſt in his doing, or being ready to do, an act of horrid and 
unnatural wickedneſs at the command of God. One may 


add a remark which preſents itſelf on this occaſion, via, 


That the trial ſeems to have been intended not fo much 
for Abraham's improvement and benefit as for the informatiin 


of the Omniſcient Being, who is made to ſay, by the mouth 


of the angel, Now, I know that thou feareſt God: ſee- 

4 ing thou: haſt not witheld thy * thine only ſon, 

from me,” | 
In 
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« ſaid unto. Moſes, I have ſeen this people, and 

* behold it is a ſtiff necked people. Noy, there- X 
* fore, let me alone, that my wrath-may var hot 
againſt them, and that I may conſume them? 
* and I vill make of thee a great nation.” ' The 


** 
3 
nas 


c 16 3 NN 
in the book of Exodus, ch. xxxil. 1 
hiſtory of the golden calf, which Aaron made at 


Bictnort/ Af the. haddhix: ab which they wore 


ſhipped. Wherefore we are told, The Lord 


hiſtory then acquaints us that * Moſes beſought 
« the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, why doth thy 


e wrath wax hot againſt thy people, which thou 
© haſt brought out of the land of Egypt?” &c. 


“ wherefore ſhould the Egyptians ſpeak and ſay, 
& For miſchief did he bring them out, to ſlay them 
% on the mountains, and to conſume them from 


64 the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce 
-« -wrath, and repent of this evil againſt thy peo” 
ee ple. Remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, 


« thy ſervants, to whom thou ſweareſt by thine'own. 
©. ſelf, and ſaĩdſt unto them, I will multiply your 
* ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and all this land that | 


I haye ſpoken of will I give unto your ſeed, 


«and they ſhall inherit it for ever. And the 
© Lord repented him of the evil which he thought 


* to do unto his people.” A very extraordinary 


repreſentation this of the true God! and, when the 


reader bas conſidered it well, he will decide whe- 


-. 


| wer! it is more fuitabls te to his charadter or to the 


character of a frail, irritable; 'vain-glorious mor- | 


al. The immutable Deity is here repreſented as 


Kable to depart from "his purpoſe'; and, when in 
great danger, from provocation, of breaking his 
pPromiſe, though bound by his oath to perform it. 


as being induced to Aer * 115 „ee by the fear 


| Y Feproack.s 2 92143 SHY 1BTY ts . 
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Dr. Geddes a in the * to vol. i. &f his 


Tranſlation, p. 12, Indeed the whole tenor of 
© the Pentateuch convinces me that the more an- 
tient Hebrews were real anthropomorphites: 
0 and to this alone, I think, we are to aſcribe all 
< thoſe expreſſions concerning the Deity that ſeem 
& to degrade the Deity.” In this opinion: I per- 


 feRly coincide with him, excepting that I muſt 


contend for it's being a real, and not merely a 
ſeeming degradation. But if there was a revelation 
made to theſe Hebrews, in order to give them the 
knowledge of the one true God, we certainly 
thould not expe to find them e J en 


0 Anger ſpecimen: of what is ſo r of: 
fenſive in any work claiming to have the ſanction 
of Heaven, ſhall be produced, not from the books 
of Moſes, but the 1ſt book of Samuel, ch. aft. 
It is the account of the birth of Samuel, one of 


D 0 the 


4c 
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hiſtory, Tha account ſays that a man named El 2 


kanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninna i the 
latter of whom, brought: him children, while the 


firſt was barren, though ſhe. ſeems to have been 


the moſt favaured. . Between theſe two women 


there was much uneaſineſs, for we are. told that 
annah's © adverſary provoked her ſore for to 


make her fret, becauſe the Lord had ſhut up 


& her womb;”* whetefore, it is added, ©: ſhe war 


«mm: bitterneſs of ſoul, and prayed unto the Lord, 
a and wept: fore; and: ſhe vowed a vow. and. ſaid, 
* O Lord of hoſts, if thou wilt indeed lobk on 


the affliction of thine: handmaid, and remember 


6 me, and not forget thine; handmaid, but wik 
er give unto thine handmaid a man- child, then will 
I give him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life,“ &c. In the ſequel we are informed that 


her prayer Was granted, that ſhe ' bare od 


_—_ his name Samuel. 


It muſt be . there is in this little 
tale a number of cireumſtances unneceſſary to 


A * 
* 


be particularized by me, which would render it 


very intereſting if it reſpetted not Almighty God, 


and only concerned ſome imagined local deity with 


human paſſions. ' But can any ſerious believer in 


the all-wiſe Creator and Governor of the world 


hear, 


Ws | 
hear, with patience, of his interfering, by a mira- 
cle, to redreſs. @ grievance arifing from a diſpute 
between Elkanal”s two wives? ' I do not mean to 
be ludicrous, though ſame . perſons might take the 
occaſion. SO OTE. 
E 8 


1 Enes) loteaionts vel every ü 

five to religion, which is found in the Old Teſta+ 
ment. I think it neceflary, however, to bring for- 
ward certain matters related e e 
Ezekiel, and Hoſea, Tis) | 


In the xxth ch. of Ink ve teat, « The hot 
« ſpake by Iſaiah, the fon of Amos, faying, Go, 
* and looſe the ſackcloth from off thy lains, and 
te put off thy ſhoe from thy foot: and he did fo, - 
&« walking naked and bare-foot. And the Lord 
% faid, like as my fervant Iſaiah hath walked naked 
and bare-foot, three years, for a ſign and wonder 
„ upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia: fo ſhall the 
king of Aſſyria lead away the Egyptians priſon- 
ers, and the Echiopians captives, young and old, 
« naked and bare-foot, even with their buttocks 
* uncovered,” 


In the ivth ch. of Ezekiel, 2 | 


commanded by God to make a repreſentation, on 
D 4 wle 


* a. 


„ 
„ 


408 of Janis beſieged that 1 8 
commanded to lie firſt on his left ſide, during three : 
hundred and ninety days, and bear the iniquity of 
the houſe of Iſrael, and afterward to lie on his right 


de during forty days, and bear the iniquity of the 
| houſe of Judah :—that he was further commanded 
to make a certain kind of bread, of which he was 


to eat while he lay on his fide three hundred and 


- ninety days: and that he was likewiſe commanded 


to bake this bread in the ght of his countrymen, 
with kuman dung.“ And the Lord ſaid, (as we 
are told) © Even thus ſhall the children of Ifrael 
« eat their deſiled bread among the Gentiles whi- 
« ther I will drive them.” We are, however, in- 
formed that, on his remonſtrating, the prophet was 


permitted to uſe cow's dung as a ſubſtitute, 


- What I ſhall produce reſpeQing the [prophet 
Hoſea, occurs in the firſt and third chapters of the 


| book which bears his name. He is there ſaid: to 


have received an order from God as thus, “ Go, 
take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children 
e of whoredoms : for the land hath committed 
e great whoredom, departing from the Lord.“ 


* If the reader ſhould be diſguſted, he may very well 
ſuppoſe that I, too, am ſo, Nevertheleſs, if he will take 
the trouble to conſult his Bible, he will perceive that I am 


guilty of no exaggerationy - 1 


: (=) 


Its is added, « 2 a took Comer, the 
daughter of Diblaim [ſuppoſed a common pr 
4 titute] which eonceived and bare him a ſon,” 
| and, as the narrative further tells us, ſhe, afterwards 
bare him two others. In the third chapter he 
- ſpeaks of himſelf in the firſt perſon. “ Then ſaid 
* the Lord unto me, Go, yet love a woman be- 
loved of her friend yet an adultreſs, according 
to the love of the Lord toward the children of 
* Iſrael,” &K M. So I bought her unto. me for 
.«- fifteen. pieces of filyer, and for an homer of bar- 
e ley, and an half homer of barley. And I ſaid 
.* unto her, Thou ſhalt abide for me many days, 
de thou ſhalt not play the harlot, and thou ſhalt not 
© be for another man, ſo will I alſo be for thee,” 
But he has not acquainted us oa he had any chil- 
dren by this adultreſs, 


Ir, 


Now Sch there are many whoſe. faith can- 
not be ſtaggered by any indecency or abſurdity, 
however groſs, or wickedneſs, however flagrant, 
which may appear to have the countenance of their 
religion, | imagining that thereby ſuch enormities 

are conſecrated, and their very nature changed ; ; 
there are yet ſome who are incapable of doing ſuch 
violence to their reaſon. Of this number was the 
late Mr. Farmer, a learned and ingenious man. 


According to this gentleman, many learned writers 
have 


PII 


underſtanding, that what thus paſſed, unobſerved 
by any but himſelf, in the prophet's om TO - 
tion, could not convey inſtrudion to other men, 


- „ ” ; | 4 4 | 
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mer, and taking to bim children of whoredom-— 
that Jeremiab's putting a linen girdle ypon his 


Joins, going to the Euphrates, and biding it's bole an 


of a rock--that theſe,” and many other aQtions” 


aſcribed to the antieht prophets,” were bnly a- 


ry and ſcenical, and that narratives of this 
i to be underſtood as a hiſtory only of pro- 


himſelf, declares, © We may well allow that all 
* theſe things, or moſt of them, *were'tranſaQed 


© only in viſion ; not merely becauſe we hereby 


avoid the inconveniences attending the "literal 
« interpretation; but alſo becauſe the lively repre- 
© ſentation of theſe things in 'vifion conveyed the 


1 fame inſtrution, and anfwered every purpoſe, 
as well as the real performance could have 
done. Notvithſtanding this bold aſſertion, it | 


muſt be evident, to a perſon of the commoneſt 


which we learn, from the account of feveral 7 


theſe ſuppoſed tranſaktions, was their objekt. Eze- 


* Ser An Enquiry inte dhe Nature and Deſign of Chril's 
Ten in the W Note, —_ 


—_ 
* 


Belt wyfons, though it be not poſitively id that, | 
the things related were no where performed” but 
upon the ſtage of fancy. And Nr. Farmer; för 
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in the, fight- of, his countrymen z Haiah. io w 


L hint, though it is not exprelaly ſo affirmed, ve 
d ce given to u nderſtand that what. is ſaid to have 
been done by Hoſea was meant for a ſign and, a 
wonder tog, Vet, as figns and wonder, it is cer. 
tain. that thele ſuppoſed tranſaftions could. Na 
| ſwer their end, unleſs bey vere not viſion 
matters, but matters of fa, and matters, allo 0 gl 
public notoriety. 
ence of is, mode. of interpretation, which ſeems 
r grand reaſon for ea it. hs 
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Such arg ſome of the unworthy, and 


nd, 1. feru 
not to ſtyle, them impious,. a e of the 


| Deity, faund in the Old Teſtament. Bur it has 
been aſſerted chat, nothing can be more engaging; 
ot more; conſiſtent with true philoſopby, than. the 


amiable. repreſentations of the Supreme, , which .the 


New Teſtament affords ; ' where he is continually 
deſcribed as a Father :—whghe, deſign, therefore, 
muſe be ta make his e i. e. all lis aher 
happy: . (5 borh2g babies ie 


* Now EAA willing to admit that true RE 


(ud 7 . 


vdo phy would indeed, lead us to conceive of God 


* * No. 1, VN 


ns 


— 
_ 
: 
" , 
— 
— 
* 
= . 
= | 
” 
1 
” 


"naked and bare- foot for a figh and a wonder, ; and 
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as the UNIVERSAL PARENT = but 1 1 21 
ſuaded that this idea never found it's way inte the 
mind of Jeſus Chriſt, or the minds of his apoſtles. 4 
The term Father, as uſed by them, ſeems to'denote 
the telation ſubſiſting, or imagined to ſubſiſt, be 
tween the Deity and the Chriſtian "Brotherhood, oj 
„ he houſehold of faith,” with Jeſus Chriſt at the 
bead of it. This appears from the account given 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles of the Future condition 
to which the great majority of the human race is 
deſtined ; ich Is. @ ſtate of miſery without and,” TT 
"That cg Ear . heaters mould chus a 
ceive of the future condition of wicked men, whom 
he always deſcribes as the great majority, there 
ſeems no room to doubt when Ve read his reiter- 
ated declarations concerning the fire that never 
Mall be quenched, and the worm that dieth nor. 
- -; language is ; utterly improper, and what he 
5 | could not have uſed, if he intended to be under- 
food: as holding out the puniſhment of annihilation, 
or complete deſtruction. In that caſe,” the appro- _ 
Bens terms would have been a confuniing fire and 
a devouring worm. The language, moreover, em- 
ployed by Chriſt, correſponds perfectly with the - 
apocalyptical account of a lake of fire where men 
are to be tormented, and where the ſmoke of their 
torment i is ſaid to aſcend for ever and ever. 
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as well they may be, at fuch-a.doArine, affirm that 

there are no words of Chriſt. which expreſs, i; e. 
expreſs literally, the idea of eternal tormehts. -The 
writings. of the New Teſtament, it is true, are re- 


markable for figurative expreſſions. However, 
the ſenſe of any writer may be clear and determi- 


1 nate, when the expreſſion is figurative. If one 


ſhould. ſay, The fleet failed from the mouth. of 
the. river: or, The cottage ſtands at the fooe = 
of the mountain:“ I. cannot believe an, man 
would contend that the words compoſing either of 
thole ſentences do not convey a meaning clear and 
determinate. It ſeems evident to me, therefore, 
that, a doftrine may be clearly taught in a: book 
where it is never once expreſſed literally. And, 
therefore, when ſeſus Chriſt addreſſed his bearers 
in the. terms above quoted, it appears to me that he 
taught, though not literally, the doctrine of eternal 
De di bang cho. ce. ka jigs 
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8 ma that. thoſe philoſophical 
Naa who ſay they derive , theit belief led 3 
future ſtate of. virtuous happineſs for all. hv 
deings, from the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet find themſelves compelled to acknowledge is 
I believe moſt of them do acknowledge) that Jeſus 

Chriſt 
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3 Paul, expeRed the ultimate deſtrutiom of 
mur nchuble fire, or a earcaſe expoſed to an immor- 


© that the Deity intended to con in the great majo—- ; 
ity of the human race o a miſerable exiſtence 


 queſtionably never drew the philoſophical infer. 


| Pc teachers never delivered the doftine of 


conſign his human offspring to great and do Anal 


as an unnatural Father. 


n a charakter _ i ſuggeſted to us by the 


ET | 
ms 


the wicked, like chaff and tares caſt into an un- 


tal worm, which muſt in time be totally conſumed. % 
But if Chriſt and his apoſtles expeQed, and taughe, oo 


firſt, and then to ultimate deſtruction, they un. 


ence from the character of the Deity— 
chat it muſt he his -Refigry to ' make” his c Hiluren 
{viz all his ereatureg) happy. Wich weir views, 
fo io reaſon was impoſſible; And further ve 
remark, though it were admitted that moſe e 


eternal tormentz, and only taagtt that God would 


miſery, ſurely thus to repreſent the Supreme Being, 
is to xeprefent him wax as u benevolent, bat pon 
70 * 


932 


When we eontemplate the aan of g' 7" 
arid benevolent Patent ſubjeting His children io 
falutary diſcipline, from Tuatha chilatic} its n 
in our power to withold our ove and geg., But 
all men muſt agree to acknowledge that It js not 


doctrine 


"Th 


that ſtriking prediQion of fiery vengeance above 

cited from Paul's 2d Epiſtle to the Thelſalonians. 
Nevenhelels, | in order to the very being of true 
piety, it is neceſſary that the vorſbipper Would 


conceive of the objeQ of his worlhip as poſſeſſing | 


the attributes of viſdom, benevolence and juſtice : 
becauſe any thing meriting the name of piety. or 
religion, muſt include veneration.. A Deity want- 
ing theſe attributes cannot be a venerable. objekt. 


Such, however, is the ſeriptural Deity, as appears 
from the repteſentations of him which bave been 


adduced from the Old and New Teſtament. He 
may be the objeR of ſervile fear, or preſumptuous 
confidence ; and miſerable flattery may be offered 


up to bim in ibe way of worſhip ; he may even 


be the object of gratitude. for partial fayour, "of 


which the worſhipper may fondly dream: but, 
till the natures of good and evil are changed, * 


| object of veneration he cannot be. wp 
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9 SHALL now proceed to conſider the morality 


of the New Teſtament, which b y the late Mr, 


1 | 'S Page 9. | 
| E 2 Joame 


5 doftine of eternal, 1 4 of nal, miſery, « or oy A 


q q 
. 

i} 
| 
4 

i 

1 

. 

| 


— 
— 


Py 
—— 


. —— en 


—— 


* * — 
SI, 


P COL. TS. 


my 


— —ää—ę4 dd <  —O 
- 


gy > —— — 
9 


jn it's cubbilities, Jealous of it's fame, eager 


TT 


Soame Jenyns was deemed. to Doffeſ ſuch IR 
excellence as alone to furniſh proof of the trum 


of the Chriſtian revelation, . This he has endea- | | 


voured to new in his book on the Internal Evi- 
dence. The account of evangelical. morality 


_ there given by that very elegant and ingenious 
| writer has been highly commended by a living 


author of great reputation, Archdeacon Paley ; 
though he is of opinion that the proper argument 
for Chriſtianity, as a revelation, reſts upon other 
ground, The archdeacon, moreover, thus ory | 


on the ſubje& for himſelf, | | 7 


4 The truth is, there are two oppoſite deſerip · 
© tions of charaQer under which mankind may 
W be placed. The one poſſeſſes vigour, 
* firmneſs, reſolution, is daring and aQtive, quick 


«in it's attachments, inflexible in its purpoſe, 
violent in it's relegtments, 85 


(c The other 3 yielding, complying, * 
giving: not prompt to att, but willing to ſuffer, 
* filent and gentle under rudeneſs and inſult, ſuing 


_ © for reconciliation where others would. demand 


” ſatisfaction, giving way to the puſbes of impu- 


4 Genes, . ang ER. > to the prejudi- 


ces, 


* 
I , 
- 


£4) ro = 


| Ca 
| * thole with whom 


a "I 


t 


a , Ser of bete _chariBers l and Grey 

bach been, che favourite of the world. F 
* the character of great 
PINE RR Oe PAT ARS. 


, The latter is. door dds tame a 0 
ei ſo k hath happened that, with the founder 


* of Chriſtianhy, this latter is the ſubjełt of his 
* commendation, his precepts, his example ; and 


| © that the former is ſo in no part of it's compoli- 


tion. This, and nothing elſe, is the character 
« deſigned in the following remarkable paſſages; | 


 & Refeft not evil, but whoſocver ſhall ſmite thee on 
* the right cheek, turn to him the other alſo; and 


'* if any man will fue thee at the law, and tale 


away thy coat, let him have thy cloke alſo; and 
% whoſoeger ſhall compel thee to go a mile, v with 


* him twain ; love your enemies; bleſs them 
* curſe you; do good to them that hate you; and 
« pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and 


& perfecute you. This, certainly, is not common | 


« place morality. It is very original. It ſhews 


I * atleaſt (and it is for this purpoſe we produce it) 


that no two things can be more different than 


the heroic and . the Chriſtian character.“. 
Now 


men. There is a ey 
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and even to the ſuffrag es of biſtoriaris and mopal- 3 


2 . a Y * 


8 5058 . 20 * 
10 Now the author to whom I refer Mr. Jeppe 
wi has not only remarked this difference .! more” 


1 Airongly than any digi writer, but has x ptov 


roved 


in contradittion to firſt impreſſions, | to N 


« opinion, to the encomiums of orators and 


„ ;fts, that the latter poſſelte the woll of true 
« worth, as being moſt difficult either to be ac- 2 
5 quired or. ſuſtained, and as contributing moſt to 
© the happineſs of ſocial life, Mr. Paley then 
gives the ſtate. of Mr, Jenyns 8 argument. . Bot, 


not to extend che quotation, let us admit that the 


latter of theſe. charaHters i is demonſtrated 1 to be the 
preferable. one. Nevertbeleßs, may it not nil be, 


in point of moral excellence, very Jiferior to what 


we can conceive? And may we not, very natu - 
rally, « enquire . e e | 


: 
* 


" Whether i it be pot Ne to b ed e | 
the unjuſt treatment of wicked men, without being 
n by. a ſpirit of revenge? Cabs 


. - x ; k {II 
KA . 


© Whether the. oppoſing injuſtice, with fimnijels — 
and | temper, be not the beſt way. to check it? 


. 1 Paley' s View of the 1 of Ge 
vol. li. pp. 191, 107, (10%) 104. 


| Whether 


(wn) | 
*.\Whethet non-refiſtance A tlas n 


oe ire wont n blue vitoo@m , 


HEL 201 nul, 178) bra 2 mort 207 wu! 4 e * 


. Whether the 3 of ſocial liſe be nov bots 
ter promoted by properly checking unjuſt men, 


maya; en 02 ods NG weh nog 
Wbether the precepts en joining the ee 
ande of evi, the complying with unjuſt require 
mente, e ven beyond what is required, dhe giving 


more of dne property to him w]7j᷑⁰ would Wrong- 


| fully take away a part (i e. literally giviag a reward 
for a robbery) do not enjoin a falſtand 11 bez 
Wü e And; last,. 
1 Nie 4 I. Ne 6D = 188 01081122 
e Aaken tem to hape te ab only ith 
Chriſtians in regard to the doctrine of non-reſiſtance:: ai 
other Chriſtians having not only practiſed in direct pp 
ſition to their Mafter's precepts, but Having; likewiſs,.cons, 
tumasciouſiy defended their! praſtice On th Sen I 
cannot avoid. recollecting the ridicule. upon tie. Sund oß 
the Friends, WA. Lord Lyttclton, ; the great champion of 


3 To RE has put into the mouth of Cortez, the gon- 
e 


Rico, in his dialogue with William, Penn. 
Fg I doubt Hot, bis lordſhip Conlidered 'Cottz's titorr 
not" mefely he aur for . but . in tel. 
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- ef Chriſtians to a boly life, he uſes this languages + 


archbiſhop ; and he is, by no means, fingular- - | 


abjed : 4 charater, however, which he affirms that 


_ Chriſtians think of-it, I know not. Vet it is cer- 
der attentively, Whether Mr. Paley be authorized, 


the above · mentioned revolting epithets 7 Wer- 
ever may be cheir determination on this point, it 


— and to affirm that, the doftrine exbibited in 


743 


| Whether ie be reaſonable to expel2 that fuck | 
e 


— tn from God, Us ny | 


DANES? ©” | ads 1175 FS 
a, £? wo bo e "yy 6. 4th v3 by 
In a ns of Tillotfon' wont A 


When thou art about to debaſe thyſelf;—re> 
©" member thou art a Chriſtian.” So ſpeaks the 


But the exhortation does not accord very happily 4 
with the archdeacon's deſcription. of the Chriſtian 
character, as being a p007-ſpirited thing, tame and 


Chriſt himſelf exemplified. This, it muſt be owned; | 
is extraordinary, as coming from a friend to Chriſ- 


tianity, and a. Chriſtian advocate. What other 


tainly a queſtion which they will do well to conſi- 


by the paſſages he has cited, to apply, as he has, 


muſt be evident, I think, to any perſon who will 
exerciſe his judgment freely, as on other occaſions, 
that the morality of the New Teſtament is, at leaft, 
zmperfect and defective. But I will venture to go 


that 


that book, as delivered. 
inſtances, highly cenſur 


41 himſelf, is, in ons, 
le for it's immorality, 1 


proof of this charge, 1 appeal to two parables res, | 


corded in Matthew's hiſtory. In the firſt of theſe . 
ve are told of a king who had a ſervant that ſtood 


indebted to him in the amount of ten thouſand 4 


talems, But for as much (ſays the ſtory) as he 
4 had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be 
10 fold, and his wife and children, and all that he 
« had, and payment to be made,” However, u 


the, debtor' $ ſupplication, we are a that 


his lord, forgave him. This ſervant, nevertheleſs, 
refuſing to ſhew like mercy to a fellow-ſeryant who, 


« 2 wroth, and delivered him to the W 


children of this N were delivered to the tor- 
mentors, though in the firſt inſtance they were 

ordered to be ſold. But, paſſing over this matter, 
I would requeſt ſerious and honeſt men to declare, 
| Whether they, in their conſciences, eſteem it a 
right, or a wrong procedure, to torment a a perſon. 


. | owed him a bundred talents, it is faid, © his lord 


for the non-payment of what, it is confeſſed, he 
| cannot Pay ? And then, Whether they can ſee any 


juſtice in . a man for the e of 


* Zee xviiith chapter. | 
ITS F / a debt 


(a) 3 


a 40 Which has been Zanpelled * What 
deferving of notice in the ſtory is, this un 


| = 1s. Maki * the ee e . 
| $I&>7 2 Bott 95 15 an 


5 the other parable® ve have ER to TY 
a houſeholder who is ſaid to have hired labourers. 
to work, i in his vineyard, and to aye agreed to 
pay the fame ſpin, tq all, notwithſtanding | ſeveral - 

of wem vere hired at a very late hour. When 

the evening arrived, we are told, The lord of 
« the. vineyard, ſaid unto his hewact. Call the 

& labourers and. give them their hire, beginnin 
= from the bfu the | firſt,” Bot they who ha 
| labour ed the whole day murmured, upon ſeeing 
_ | thoſe tad liter one hour only paid equally 

| with themle]ves. Upon which, the logd o 455 2 
vineyard is Ls ih as addreſſing one of the 
murmuters in the fo] lowing terms: * © Friend, I 
* 6 gk no wrong didit thou not agree with 
* me or a penn 7 Take that thine 15, and ga 
60 thy \ way, : I will gi | give unto this laſt even 35 upto | 
* thee. , 151 it not lawful for me to do what 1 will 

| « with my own ? 15 ai eye. evil becauſe 12 am 
« Good! eld Now, though it ſhould be granted 
; chat chere was no breach? of juſtice i in paying the 


| 


1 
i4 y 
ty 
. 
£ 
: 
N 4 
* 
. 
i 
35 
44 
{ : 
= ©] 
iy : 
1 
48 
1 
* 
oof 
* | 
= 
1 
| by 
: « 
. 
* 
1 
© 
! 
1 
8 
"4 
44 
1 
{ | | 
i 
Tr” 
T 


= - 
2” wu N 
L 4 2 2 4 


— 


” — — 
4 . — 
— — 
— 
232 ST — 
PPV RD” TT —— Ez — 
* 


a PROTOIESS — 
— 


> w_— —— 


rr 

— 3 — 4 x 

bh 3 r 
— = 


- , 2 
e — — 
o 
. 


—_— 


— 
= 9 2 — 
ꝶ—ꝙ＋ꝓV2;G ——V B —_————— — — — — — ——«ð¹Uu 2 
* 


{x 


— — - 
2 - 
ww ms — 
*# ; * d 
4 2 0 % . * 
1 * 


— 


q Matt. Ke * 
| Same 


ts 1 
Steele er est. | 
ad „ borne. the buzthen and. heat of the, 

4 bes yet the making ſuch 2 ditindtion in the 
Pr Hence of thoſe N dearly earned their: 
hire, will ſcarcely fail to receive the blame due 10 

an 42 aft from every good mind which dares 
to have ah opinion. But the thing which is moſt 
 ſeriking, and peculiarly objeftionable, is the. ge- 
neral maxim implied 1 in the queſtion. 6 May 1 not 
4 do what I will with my own f. From the mouth 
of a deſpot, one we ah der wonder, 0 bear this 
language; it might fuit well enough the c character 
of an avaricious churl, or a riotous lbertine - bug 
furtly i it is not what we ſhould expet᷑t a good man 
to utter; notwithſtanding the perſon to whom it is 
| attibated calls kimlf ſo, 1. j is. haweyer, moſt 
extraordinary that this perſon ſhould, like the 
King, in 5 preceding ſtory, be made to n 
ſent the Author of all cod „ ee cn e N 
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do n not 1 chat any Mm ties has ever 
attempted to recoticile the doctrine taught here with the 
doctrine thar men fall be rewarded accordin Ing ta their 
Works | Neither do 1 remember to have met with any 
one who undertook to ſhew hot wall the conduct aſcribed 
to tile lord of the vineyard ſquared: with that" excAleris 
Precept, % Whatſoever ye would that men fhould\doiunfo 

60 do ye even fo unto them.” 
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But, as the moral capacity 
from. his intellef, and as the highe/t ſpecies 'of 
moral merit cannot exiſt without much intellectual 
improvement, it is neceſſary in eſtimating the mo- 
rality' of the New Teſtament to. conſider what af- 
pelt the doArines of that book have upon intel- 
lectual culture. And, 1 think, it will ſcarcely be 
affirmed that what we call a liberal curioſity or de- 
fire of knowledge ever received much encou- 


ragement either from Chrilt or his apoſtles, - The 


genius, indeed, of Chriſtianity ſeems quite un- 
friendly to the purſuits of ſcience and philoſopby. 
—Chriſtians are told that One Thing is needful, 
that they are pilgrims and firangers on earth, and 


a” ts T7 derived | 


ſhould ſeek a better country; and they are ex- 


horted to ſet their affections on things above, not 
on earthly things, What Mr. Jenyns ſays of this 
_ detachment From the world well deſerves notice, 
He deſcribes it as © a'moral virtue conſtituted by 
* this religion [Chriſtianity ] alone; ſo new that, 
« eyen at this day, few of it's profeſſors can be 
*« perſuaded that jt is required, or that it is any 
« virtue at all.“ True it is, that he ſeems to 
have thought it needed ſome explanation: and 
ſome perſons may imagine he has pretty well ex- 
plained it away. To me oy appears that, where 


dee Jenyns's View of te Interna Eyidence, &c. p. 8, 
this 


4 
W 


IS 47 5 


Aan talen' 74 hola, a n has | 


generally been diſqualified for ſcientific and for 


any other than imagined heavenly: purſuits; and 
upon the other - hand, I believe, on enquiry; it 
will be found that, where Chriſtians haveattained- 
great eminence as philoſophers, they have ſet their 
affektions both on ſcience itſelf and on that diſtin- 
guiſhed fituation which they have occupied among 
| their fellow men. © They have received honour | 
one from another, and ſought not the er | 
« 1 cometh from God I 2 
That Chriſt himſelf was no friend t to wht 
| phical inveſtigation i is evident from the manner in 
which he delivered his inſtruftions. He ſeldom, 
if ever, ſpoke but in the tone of authority, and 
required his fayings to be received implicitly, on 
pain of incurring the diſpleaſure and even the 
condemnation of the Almighty. And Paul, though 
an argumentative writer, and by ſome compli- 
mented with the title of philoſopher, ſo far from 
recommending, has expreſsly cautioned' thoſe to 
whom he wrote againſt the miſchievous tendency 
of philoſophy. It is alledged, indeed, that Paul, 
by the term, intended to deſignate the doQrine of 
the Gnoſtics. If ſo, he is cenſurable for great 
inaccuracy, not to ſay injuſtice, in giving exclu- 
ſively the name of philoſophy to what he eſteemed 


— 3 — —— — 


in his enquiry, left he ſhould be ſubjected to im- 


% 


an 


Alg and miſchienguy, while (a it: Upg U 


theſe his advocates) he was acquainted with, a bet- 
ter philoſophy, the advantages of which he with; 


1 held from thoſe for. whoſe inſtruction be was Writs 


ing: In my opinion, the praiſe, of ;phi 


caveftiomion vas not due to him for any thing of . 
huis which 1 have ſten; and 1 do not conceive ht 


ke either was, ar pretended to be, 4 philoſopher. = 


A philoſopher enquires coneeraing truth and goods 


likewiſe concerning the nature of, man, and what . 
it is which conſtitutes. his perfection and happir 
neſs: And where any religion whatſoever is in 
queſtion, he enquires whether it bears the marks 
NN is caleulated to in- 


fluence the mind. Moreover he is very cautious 


poſition, always demanding. what ſhall appear + 0 
ane. ae di 


' Now to me 1 if it had rar 1 


of Paub to reprobate ſuch enquiries, ard to brand 


them, as highly offenſive to the Deity... It is 


written, (faith he to the Corinthians, Epiſ. x. 
V chap. 1.) I will deſtroy the wiſdom. of the wile, 
« and will bring to nothing the underſtanding, of 
« the prudent. Where is the wiſe? Where is the 


te ſcribe ? Where is the diſputer of this world 


* Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 


6 . 


! bi bx; ne Txt 77% Ne > ol ce! 
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Van bs, itis fuſſclentiy evident that the 


of che New Teſtament, e els; | 


from the. world, the ſubmiſſive acquieſcence and 
itnplicit faith' re ited by its firſt teachers, are 
hoſtile to Intell improvement. 1 ſtrongly 
fuſpect, indeed, that ſome advocates for Chrif- 
vianity are fit perfectiy aware what ſpirit they 
are of.* It's not a Chriſtian dirk. Ii Towns 
beds pe r 
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FS Taft 


_ an Faith, 


E d 


5: rn of the . ORs of th have be- 
lieved, or affected to believe that che  canogical 
books of ſcripture were written by men ©. 
inſpired for char purpoſe, certain ſpecular 

philoſophical 8 admitting the truth x of 
the old Revelation and the new, have neverthe - 


leſs + 


origin; and it is equally plain e ce e | 


1 
| 
1 
| 
| 
1 


YI 


leſs, ; thought; the greateſt. part of ſcripture to have. 
been written without inſpiration, becauſe it was 


unneceſſary; and they have likewiſe thought many 
things contained in the ſcriptural books to be, on 
ſeveral, accounts, highly objectionable. ; Some of 
. theſe: matters they have api * 1 Ae 
ee ee 1 0 N een 980 
g 350 5 | Fol . 1 

I" do not mean to affert; fines may not re 
jet much ſcriptural matter (and much there is) 
which muſt be extremely offenſive to a religious 
perſon who has not renounced his underſtanding, 
and ſtill be a conſiſtent believer in both Revela- 


tions; but, in my apprehenſion, there are ſomne 


things of this kind which are inſeparable from the 
proper Chriſtian faith. And as that which cannot 
be well diſputed, I ſhall mention the doctrine of 
Chriſt himſelf reoorded by the evangeliſts. 


I know there are ſome -Chriſtians who contend 
for the fallibility of their Maſter : but I doubt much 
whether he would have admitted ſuch men as his 
diſciples if, when he was living, he had met with 
any ſuch candidates for diſcipleſhip. Should the- 
reader think otherwiſe, let him carefully attend to 
the character aſſumed by Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
ſtyle in. which he delivered himſelf. From the 
latter, perhaps, his pretenſions may be more cer · 


ba) 
| Hiply, legrned ten from the expreſſions which, 
whey ſpeaking of himſelf, he has choſen to adopt. 
Though | he ſometimes, indeed yery rarely, con- (A 
deſcends to reaſon with his audience, the 
ſtrain of his lectures is a ſtrain of high authoricy. 
This js their charaQteriſtic diſtinction. Again and 
again | the remarkable phraſeology occurs Verily, 
* verily I fay unto you, &c.“ Conſidering th 
in connection with ſuch paſſages as the following, 
in which he announces himſelf, \ we can neither be 
much at a loſs concerning his lofty pretenſior | 
nor how he would have borne to hear them zel. 
tioned, Theſe, we are told, ate his expreſſions : : 
He vhom God hath ſent” ſpeaketh | the words o 
ie God: for God giveth not the ſpirit b 7 meaſure to 
„him. « He that loveth me not wed oF 
—— ſayings : : and the word which you hear 
te not mine, but the Father's who font 5A 3 
< Verily, verily 1 ſay unto ou, the Son can de 
« nothing of himſelf but what he ſeeth che Father 
« do: for what things ſoever he doth, theſe alſo 
« doth. the Son likewiſe. For the Father loveth 
** the Son and Fheroeth him all things which him- 
e {elf doth, &cj.” Of that day and that hour 
„ knoweth no man, no, not .the angels Which are Hy 


Jon 3d chapter, Sink winks + John r4th chapter, | 
Ray Wb ret greet” 185 


5 > 


* 
14 4 Ae ; 9 the Son, 1 9 the Father * | 
« All things are delivered unto me of my Father; ; 
« and no man knoweth the Son bur the Father: 
« neither knoweth any man the Father ſave the | 


« Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal 


« him+,” This is certainly very extraordinary 
language, and ſuch as, I believe, never r fell from 
the lips of any other human being. 


; Now the grand doctrine, in the eſtimation of 
philoſophical Chriſtians, which this ſingular 
Teacher delivered, is the doctrine of a future life | 
of happineſs for good, and miſery for bad men. 
But if they believe this doctrine upon the autho- 
rity of Chriſt, it appears to me they muſt, if con- 
ſiſtent, believe likewiſe upon the ſame authority, 
that the bad men (who, we are told by the ſame 
authority, compole the great maſs of mankind) are 
to be conſigned to durable and final if not to ever- 
ſting nuſery4;; ; which, conſequently, muſt have 


„ Mark 12th chapter. + This, indeed; does not agree 
very well with the my Are but that is —_ 
affair. bus b 3£:: e + Ws WP 
r Matthew 11th 1 oa ns | 
t This is confeſſed to be the doctrine of Chri 1 by be 
Chriſtians who diſcover, or think they diſcover; in the writ- 
ings of Paul, the doctrine of ultimate virtuous happineſs for 
all men. See p. p. 3a, 33 35 and 35 of this Apology. 
al been 
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* 


been the fate always intended. for FOR their. 
Maker, intended even · in the ARE of their 


* — 


"The * is eee as 3 eg abet of 
objectionable matter inſeparable from the belief of 
a conſiſtent, Chriſtian ; though in my own opinion, 
it is very far from being the only inſtance, a and it 
is poſſible chat in * 5 the ql may think. 
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THE argument in proof of the Chriſtian Revela - 
tion derived from teſtimony is eſteemed: the prin- 
cipal argument, and, by very reſpectable men, 
conſidered as irrefragable, I Ov it will aps 
fairly dated thus: 187718) 209 c 


1 
2. a0 TY: 
4 


1 


Becauſe the gilt Chriſtians — TY 8. « 
dent belief in the truth of the Chriftian/-miracles, 
and becauſe, under the influence of that belief, 
they acted and ſuffered and even ſacrificed their 


lives —it is inferred that therefore the Chriſtiaa 
G2 miracles - 


(44 )- 
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fition to this may the — 
G retarive to eb gu ten . 
tion, And partieatahly of 'thie people in rhe RE place 

caticertied, To'the Jes, a inifacle ſeens'to hive 
been nothilig Very Brifabrilihiry: and, with the 
hore ehlightenect patr' Gf mankind, pie e | 
not at all to have been inadmiſſible. The philo- 
ſophical and ſcrutinizing ſpirit of modern times 
did not exiſt. And when it has been ſaid, with 
triumph, that Juliah; (Wit indeed lived ſome cen- 
turies after Chriſt) although the accompliſhed and 
the determined enemy of Chriſtianity did not deny 
the reality of the Chriſtian miracles, it ſeems to 
have been forgotten that, with all his accompliſh- 
ments ind great abilities, Julian was remarkable 
| eee DI eee rats bly 


In 


Further, whereas it has "I aſſerted [ok on 
ſoppolition the Chriſtian miracles were not real, 
the ſtate of mind and conduct of the firſt Chriſtians 
had no adequate natural cauſe; and therefore were 
Teſtament: now they muſt, indeed, be admitted 
to have been miracles if the aſſertion be true: but 


that catinot be admitted, fince it does not follow 
« x that 


— 
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da Were as bo ade quse natural enufe, becaue 


we ate unable to diſcover any. A fincere and cor- 


queltion: Flow far weak; and ignorant, and ſu- 
Perſtirtous nen, who are yet honeſt and upright, 
thay be impoſed on, I will not undertake to ſay: 
but Tt mut de granted char ſuch men are liable to 
itripofithon : And, 1 think; 
mit wen of u ſuperior character, amiable PHI- 
 EANTHROPHISTS'” prempted by | generous 
ſentiments; and aſpiring to become the BENE. 
' FACTORS of their ſpecies, may be induced to 
| Impbſe both on-others and on themſelves. This leads 
me to Tuggeſt to philoſophical unitarians, who be- 


neve Jefus Chriſt to have been merely a human 


being, that it may be worth while for them to re- 
conſider” the very ſtriking and abſolutely ſingular 


ſtyle uſedd by that extraordinary mn when 


delking or bimſelf. 
Wich reſpect to the opinion, that the Jews werd 


Kimiliat with the idea of à miracle, it is derived 


from the evangtlical hiſtory. John ſays, that the 
brethren of Chriſt did not believe in him, though 


| they were no ſtrangers to the works which he per- 


fotmed; for they adviſed him to render hitnſelf 
more conſpicudus thereby, and ſhew himſelf to 
| the 


dnl Sele, in whatever way generated, whs quite 
filicient 6 produce the conduct of the perſons in 


it will not be denig 


| the ſtory which John relates at the beginning of 
his 5th-chapter;—* There is (faith. he) at Jeruſa- 


FFP 
the world“. The fame writer declares, chat thong 
Chriſt had done ſo many miracles before them (t 
Jewiſh people) yet they believed not on him. 


Now, if we reflect on the nature of a miracle, we * | 


muſt fee that it eannot fail to excite the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment in thoſe preſent at it, unleſs they be 
familiarized to ſuch things: or unleſs the Supreme 
Being, (as the hiſtorian would have us believe) at 


” ſame time that he, by his prophet, works mi- 


racles, blinds the eyes of the perſons in whoſe prey . 
ſence they are wrought, and hardens their heart, 
* un n cannot ae their effect. 
00-51 i211 Yo. 6M? 117 | 

That the Joy didn not think a miracle to be a 
very ſtrange thing, ſeems evident likewiſe from 


lem, by the ſheep-market, a pool, which is 
* called in the Hebrew tongue, Betheſda, 2 
* five porches.» In theſe lay a great multitude of 
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of che water. For an angel went 
* down, at a certain ſeaſon into the pool, and trou- 
e bled the water. Whoſoever, then, firſt after 
* the troubling of the water ſtepped i in, was made 
hole of whatſoever diſeaſe he had.” On this 
ſtory it is obvious to remark, that the hiſtorian 
- * John 3th chapter. + John 12th chapter. 
| relates 


tin) -- 
relates it as he would the tory of any ordinary os 


2 that they produced any emotion in the byſtanders, 
or even attrafted at all the attention of the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem. At London, I preſume, if 


ſuch things were to happen, the * would be 


ſomewhat different, un (An 221 
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— Te 3 1 it is likely, often e hey ſaw 
miracles where none exiſted. But the antecedent 
improbability of miracles and revelation muſt, I 
ſhould think, to a philoſopher, be an objeQion 


againſt them almoſt if not altogether inſurmounta- 


ble. _ Granting it, however, poſſible that miracles 
may have been wrought in order to accompliſh 
ſome grand deſign not otherwiſe to be accompliſhed 
even by the All-wiſe and the Almighty, it is natu- 
ral to enquire, Has any ſuch matter been effected 


by che Chriſtian miracles The great objett of 


Chriſtianity, as it's advocates declare, was the re- 
Formation of the world. Allowing then that it was 
-worth while to diſturb the order of nature for ſo 
excellent a purpoſe, Has the world been re- 
formed? The boldeſt Chriſtian advocate will not, 
I believe, aſſert ſo much. Seriouſly, I have no 
idea of any thing more extravagant than the aſſer- 


tion would be. Vet let us ſuppoſe (what cannot 


1 be 


eee e ee ee e 
muſt have been, if real, we do not learn from him 


” 


"Þ 
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1 
be thought too little) that, out ef the immenſe = 


population of this glabe, during a period of near | 
eighteen centuries ſome miilions have became vir 


tuous Chriſtians ; what proportion do they bear 
to the innumerable multitude of individuals who 


have compoſed the generations of mankind which, 
during the ſame period, have ſucceſſively tenanted 


the earth? Let us alſo ſuppaſe that Chriſtianity 


fied in affirming, if Chriſtjanity was a ſcheme for 
reforming the world, that it has moſt WR 


How it may appear ben 7 name 6h but 


it does not ſeem to me very credible, admitting 
the poſſibility of miracles, that ſuch an unfortunate 


ſcheme ſhould have originated from, and have 


been ſupported by, the miraculous intemſerence of 


the Deity : and to an unprejudiced perſon, I ſuſ- 
peQ, it will not be very ſatisfadtory, as a ſolution 
of the difficulty, to hear That the reformation is 
going on and, in due time, will he happily 
" ve 


Bus, 


has contributed towards the melioration of human 
affairs. Still, how far the effeR is to be aſcribed 
to it imply and how far to a liberal and benevo- 
lent philoſophy will not be gakily ſettled. In the 

mean time, I conſider myſelf as completely juſti- 


1} 


* 
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© But, as the world has not been reformed by the 
Cbriſtian religion, ſhould we enquire what that 
religion has aQually done for mankind, it will ap- 

| pear that, in giving occaſion to wars and perſecu- 
tions the moſt bloody and rancorous, it has pro- 
duced a very great quantity of evil. Of this there 
can be no doubt; and, while this cannot be denied, 
it is foreign to the queſtion to talk, as ſome do, of 
it's genuine moral tendency (be that ever ſo ad- 
mirable) becauſe we are enquiring about matter of 
fact. With regard to the good which has taken 
place ſince the commencement of the Chriſtian 
era, part of it at leaſt, probably a large propor- 
tion, muſt be attributed to the general diffuſion of 
knowledge, We are pretty well informed what 
Vas the condition of Chriſtendom during the mid- 
dle ages, as they are termed. Since the revival 
of learning, there has been a progreſſive improve- 
ment, though not regularly progreflive, Vet it 
well deſerves notice that, ſince Chriſtianity has 
prevailed, there has exiſted in the world an evil 
greater than any that was ever experienced before 
that religion was known:—I mean the African 
flave trade, carried on by people calling them- 
ſelves Chriſtians. It will be obſerved, I do not 
fay that this horrid traffic has been authorized, and 
it is not needful for me to prove that it. has not 
been prevented, by Chriſtianity, | 
21 13 N After 
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effected that purpoſe by the operation of natural 


| C#a}- 
I do not, however, profeſs, nor ever have pro- 


feſled, myſelf qualified 19 explain ſufficiently e 


conduR of the firſt Chriſtians: but I find myſelf ip 
a ſituation where it is neceſſary ta choaſe between 
two difficulties ; and therefore 1 chooſe the leaſt. 
I muſt either admit that the firſt Chriſtians were 
under a delufion, or that the all-wiſe Author of the 
univerſe has diſturbed the order of nature for the 
accompliſhment of what has not been accom- 
pliſhed ; when, had it been bis purpoſe to reform _ 
the world, (as Chriſtians aſſert) he could have 


cauſes,* without having recourſe to miracles ; which, 
conſequently, were ſuperfluous and unneceſlary, 
The laſt part of the alternative is, indeed, ſomething 
more than a difficulty ; it is an impaſſibility: lich, 
I am ſatisfied, cannot be truly affirmed of the 
other, however extraordinary it may appear: and, 
were we in poſſeſſion of the whole truth, every 
thing would, I believe, appear very natural. 


N ature well known, no prodigies remain.“ 


— — | — — 
- — | p _ — — — — — 
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2 I muſt requeſt the reader to turn back to pp. 1 and 2: 
It 


( « ) 


II is hoped the Apolagy contained in the- fore. 
FP will be ſufficient to ſhew chat per- 
ſons may be induced to become unbelievers in re · 
vealed religion by better matives than thoſe which 
have been imputed to ſuch perſons by ſome, from 
whom they might have expeRted different treat- 
ment,* N 


A love of truth, a diſlike of impoſition, and a 
deſire of emancipation from unworthy and illiberal 
prejudices - theſe are principlest which influence 
the minds of ingenuous men in their enquiries: 
and one would be apt to think ſuch men would 
not find it difficult to conceive that others might 

be governed by the ſame principles, though their 
enquiries ſhould not terminate in the ſame manner 
as their own. A different termination ſeems, 
however, to have given offence. Yet ſurely no 
With reſpe& to myſelf, I think it right to ſay here 
that I have been treated with great liberality by a philoſo- 
phical Chriſtian, who has done me the honour to correſ- 
pond with me on the ſubject of theſe papers. 


* 1 
+ Though theſe are, in my eſtimation, virtuous princĩi- 
ples, and the pledges of further virtue in the character 
where they are found, they have been repreſented (how 
juſtly let the reader . where there is 
but little virtue. 
K 2 one, 
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one, "be bis reputation or his merits what they thy, 
is authorized, after having determined for him. 


elf, to preſcribe the limit for other men, and iſſue 
out his prohibition, Thus far hall ye 89, and 
no further,” 4 
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Worx hdr upon certain 5 nibh 


fads related of the prophets Iſaiah, Ezekiel, and 
Hoſea, I had occaſion to mention Mr. Farmer's 


| convenient method of ſolving ſuch difficulties by s 


conſidering them as merely viſionary, That me- 
thod appeared fo convenient to him, that he has 
been induced to convert what the writers of the 
| Goſpel Hiſtory have evidently delivered as matters 
of fa, really and truly performed into prophetic 
viſions. | I. refer to his interpretation of the 
ſeveral narratives of Chriſt's temptation in the 
wilderneſs. This interpretation is principally 
founded on the phraſeology uſed, where it is ſaid 


that Chriſt was led by'the Spirit, and driven by tie 


Spirit, into the wilderneſs to be tempted by the 
devil. Mr. F. ſuppoſes theſe expreſſions equiva- 
lent to thoſe uſed to denote the ſupernatural ope- 
ration which was thought to produce viſions in the 
minds of the prophets of the Old Teftament. The 
books, however, where the accounts of theſe vi- 
ſions occur, are profeſſedly books treating of viſi. 
onary matters. And yet, even in theſe books, ſhould 
certain 
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certain things be related as having really taken 
place, without any ihtimiition of their having been 


tranſacted in viſion merely, —to ſuppoſe this ſeems 
to be doing ſomething very like violence. But to 


make the ſame Tiippofition Teſpefting a narrative 
given as a relation of fas which had really hap- 


pened, by any vriter profeſſing himſelf to be/a 


hiſtorian of real W * violence * 
the extreme. | 


8 jullify üb on ee e Mr. F. funber 
inſiſts much on the impropriety of conceiving the - 
writers in queſtion to-mean that Chriſt was aftually 


led by the Spirit into the wilderneſs, becauſe he 


was in the wilderneſs already. It was in the Jor- 
dan, however, where we are given to-underſiand 
that he, was baptized by John: : and the region 
bordering on the eaſtern bank of chat river could 
not be abſolutely a deſart, ſince it was an inhabited 
country, though not very , populous. But, from 
Mark's account, it appears that Chriſt, when in 
the wilderneſs, was among the wild -beafts ; which 
circumſtance ſeems to be mentioned as an aggra= 
vation of his trial. It is, therefore, moſt natural 
to underſtand theſe writers as meaning to ſay that 
Chriſt was led eaſtward into the country which was, 


indeed, a deſart without inhabitants, 


Mr, 


4 


(ws) 


"Mr. F. nevertheleſs, will bare is that thals wil 
ber intended to inform ys gat that Chriſt was led 
intq the wilderneſs, but into 6 rag ion 
hong ee | 


No i is obſervable that, Dr. Samus) Clarke, 
d cher ſeripture erities, though not all of equal 
celebrity with him, had no idea that theſe narra- 
uves of the evangeliſts could be fairly interpreted, 
otherwiſe than as hiſtorical relations of matters of 
faQ; excepting what is therein ſaid concerning the 
exhibition of all the kingdoms of the world, and 
their glory, in a moment of time; which the docs 
tor ſuppoſed to have been a diabolical viſion, 


Theſe learned and able commentators, being 
not quite ſo enterpriſing as Mr. F. probably might 
judge that, in order to explain what was obſcure 
in the ſtyle and manner of a hiſtorian, it was pro- 
per to have recourſe to other hiſtorians, rather than 
to writers of prophecies and viſions: and, if the 
obſcurity was found in the produftion of a man 
who bad himſelf written another hiſtory, perhaps 
they might judge it peculiarly proper to appeal to 
that other hiſtory, and allow him to be his own, 
| expoſitor, As Luke, therefore, who wrote ane 


r 
e,. 


this latter hiſtory he has introduced any actounits 


dat, if he himſelf underſtood, and intended his 
readers ſhould underſtand the temptation of Chriſt 


gt; 


wiſe, the Hiſtory of the Abts of the Apoſtles; "if in 


of viſions, theſe learned commentators would, 1 
imagine, enquire in what way they were introduced. 


And if they found kim expreſly declaring the ex- 


traordinary matters to be viſions, ſuch as Peter's 


viſion of a ſheet let down from heaven wich a vari- 
ey of animals, and Paul's direQting him to go 


into Macedonia, they would naturally conelude 


to have been a viſion, and nothing elſe, he FREE 
* told them Jo in pon terme. 


1 


Mr. F.'s gal in behalf of his new ere 
was very great, which we need not wonder at: 
but it ſeems to have been ſomewhat extravagant 

when it drew from him the following language: 


The text itſelf (on the letter of which the com- 


* mon hypotheſis reſts as it's ſole foundation) in- 
4 ſtead of poſitively and expreſsly afferting that 


* the temptation of Chriſt was a real outward 
et tranſaction, contains clear intimations, and even 
&* 'dirett aſſertions, of the very contrary.“ 


” W 0 4 -v . s 4 
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If ſo, can any thing be more wonderful than 


chat, ull Mr. F. aroſe, theſe/diref aſſertions were 


A 7 


Inquiry, pp. 40, 41. 


never 


| heper. tnder flood hy. men, the 1 learned * 
en F 


| ut fs new hypotheſis was s thought convenient, 

as being nat Jjable to the ohjetctions which, in Mr, 
F. 's qpinjqn, might be juſtly made to the old one, 
The chie ohjeRtions are, that the common hypo- 
cheſis is yery Uiſhondurable to Chriſt, That it 
aſcribes io the deyil the performance of the greateſt 
mirac}es. That it_aſcribes to the devil the per- 
formance of things not only n but ab 
n and impoſbble, 


Nr. F. bes ſaid much to iufrate and enforce 
bis objeftions : but it is unneceſſary for me tg 
tranſcribe it all. That, however, which is to my 
purpoſe, I ſhall produce (viz.) what he has urged 
to ſhew the di ſtonour brought upon Chri iſe by the 


* This i is barely within the limits of poſſibility. Thoſe 
learned men (Dr. 8. Clarke, the great Le Clerc, and 
others mentioned by Mr. F.) would never, I am perſuaded, 
have adrnitted Mr. F.'s conſtruction of the phraſes in 
queſtion, ' conſidering where and how they occur: unleſs 
they, too, had been faſcinated by the conventency of it. 
To me it appears a eee conſtruction, laboured 
and over ſtrained, and what even Mr. F. himſelf would 
not have thought of but for a particular purpoſe. 


I ' common. 


222 


(ay 

| bemibon explication. t Scarce (aich be) can we 
« preſerve upon our minds a ſufficient reverence. 
« of the fanctity and dignity of the Redeemer, 
& when we behold him in ſuch familiar conference 
ee with, and under the power of, an unclean ſpirit, 
te who at pleaſure tranſports his ſovereign and his 
judge from place to place, raiſes him to the moſt | 
* . conſpicuous ſtations to expoſe him to public 
i derifion, and wantonly and arrogantly propounds 
to him one fooliſh enterprize after another. It 
& fills us with horror, as well as aſtoniſhment, to 
« conſider farther that, during all this tranſattion, 
« Chriſt muſt have yielded voluntarily to the mere 
te motion and inſtigation of the devil. For, though 
& jt was by the ſpirit of God that he was carried 
* into the wilderneſs, yet it was by the devil that 
« he was conveyed from thence to the temple, and 
placed upon it's batilements; a moſt dangerous 

« and formidable eminence! And, therefore, as 
te the devil could have no power over our Lord, 
% unleſs by his free conſent, Chriſt muſt have 
«© been acceſſary to his own dithonour, danger 
* and temptation.” * | 


28 


I ſhall now produce what Mr. F. has advanced 
with a view to convince us chat the repreſentations 


"If 4 Inquiry, pp. 14 1557 16. 


| (59. ). 
of a viſion may ſerve equally as well as.the objects N 
of ſenſe for the trial, diſplay and improvement of 


virtue. But unfortunately in this attempt he has, 
if I miſtake not, ruined his grand ſcheme. 


Mr. F. aſſerts that, what is imaginary no way 
_ « differs, in appearance, from that which is real, 
« and has the ſame effect upon the prophet; who 
. does not at the time, diſtinguiſh between the 
images of a viſion and outward objects. If the 
* mind (he ſays) be paſſive, as no doubt it is, 
cc in receiving theſe images, and cannot but judge 
* according to appearances ; let it be remembered 
- © that juſt thus it is with regard to the impreſſion 
e made by external objeQs themſelves, and the 
& ideas they raiſe in the mind; the will having 
* no more power to controul our inward views 
and apprehenſions, in this latter caſe, than in 
« the former. And as, in both caſes, the mind 
ce is alike paſſive in receiving impreſſions, ſo, in 
& all other reſpeQs, it may enjoy an equal liberty 
in both. Whether the notice of things is con- 
« veyed to it by the inſtrumentality of the ſenſes, 
« or by a miraculous agency, it may experience 
the ſame diſpoſition and ſentiments with regard - 
« to the things themſelves. It may be as capable 
4 of a right determination and choice, with re- 
| 12 6c « ſpe 


4 ſyett 46 the: \iathaithii of 4 = ws wh 


ce  reſpeft to the bbjeAs of ſeiſe,” 775 


Now, fem the above account of the N 


perſon's mind, whilſt experiencing a viſion, it 


appears we have Mr, F.'s own authority to judge, 
that Chriſt; during his ſuppoſed viſion, though ' 
pafſive i in receiving the impreſſions, was, in all other © 
reſpects, at liberty; that he muſt have felt the 


ſame diſpoſitions and ſentiments; reſpeQting the 


images impreſſed, as he would have done if the 
real objects, which they repreſented, had been 
preſent to him; and that he was equally capable 
of a right determination and choice as at any other 


time. 


Mi. F. himſelf, therefore, has hiborized us 


to conitlude that, thongh Chriſt could not, if he 
would, conceive of his ſituation, otherwiſe than 


as @ wilderneſs, and though he could not, if he 


would, avoid conſidering himſelf in company will. 
the devil, he was nevertheleſs, at liberty to ex- 
preſs his abhorrence of ſuch ſociety, and to deter- 
mine whether or no he would hold conference 


with that evil ſpirit. A familiar conference, how- 


ever, took place; from which it appears that, 
Chriſt knew with whom he was conyerſing, as 
| he 


4 


he eln bin BY ln dane: my ——— 
| the whole tfanſattion be 4 viſion billy; 
the tharafter of Chiilt moſt; inevitably, be feste 
Juff as if it had been all à reality. ' Motedver, 
hen he ſchagined himſelf conveyed through the 
Air to the battlements of the temple, afid Hike wild 
to the top of the mountain, he muſt have been 
conſcious, I think, of giving his voluntary con- 
ſent.“ How much ſoever, therefore, Mr. F. “s 
religious feelings were ſhocked by the common 
interpretation, he would derive no juſt relief 
from his new hypotheſis ; which leaves the ob- 
jektion, * the diſhonour of Chriſt, in full 
force. 


Neither is the objeQtion, concerning abſurdi- 
ties and impoſſibilities hereby removed: though, 
indeed, they are no longer aſcribed to the devil. 
But abſurdity or impoſſibility is no more the ob- 
ject of divine than of diabolical power. g 

on 

After all, I believe, we muſt be content to 
take the evangelical narratives of the temptation 


* Even if it were admitted that, in conceiving of theſe 
tranſportations, he was ſubje& to the over- ruling mira» 
culous influence, it is utterly impoſſible that the familiar 
- Fonverſatien ſhould have been other than voluntary. | 
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uſe, bowever, which I ſhall make of them is, 40% 


ty of conſidering vel 
accounts of miracles ©. - 


were capable of 
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